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MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN is a lifelong advocate for disadvantaged Americans
and is the Founder and President of the Children's Defense Fund (CDF). Under her
leadership, CDF has become the nation’s strongest voice for children and families.

Mrs. Edelman graduated from Spelman College and Yale Law School.  In the mid-60s,
she was the first black woman admitted to the Mississippi Bar and directed the
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund office in Jackson, Mississippi.  In 1968,
she moved to Washington, D.C. to become counsel for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
Poor People's Campaign.

She is a board member of the Robin Hood Foundation, the Association to Benefit
Children, and City Lights School and is a member of the Council on Foreign
Relations, the American Philosophical Society, the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, and the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Mrs. Edelman has received over one hundred honorary degrees and many awards
including the Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian Prize, the Heinz Award, and a
MacArthur Foundation Prize Fellowship. In 2000, she received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian award, and the Robert F. Kennedy
Lifetime Achievement Award for her writings. 
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