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Unique  Clinic Guides Hundreds  Through The 
Appellate Maze  
Program Matches Indigent Lit igants with Pro Bono Counsel fo r  Appeals 
 
 
By Laura Ernde  
Daily Journal Staff Writer  
 
Those who have trouble navigating their local 
courthouse without a lawyer are no doubt 
even more intimidated by the prospect of an 
appeal, where strict procedural rules can trip 
up even experienced lawyers.  

But a one-of-a-kind program at the 2nd 
District Court of Appeal has been quietly 
helping those who can't afford representation 
seek justice. So far, its victories have helped a 
homeless man get his house back and a 
brain-injured litigant get a fair shake.  

Approaching its third anniversary, the 
Appellate Self-Help Clinic for Indigent Civil 
Litigants is being recognized as a model for 
appellate courts in California and other states. 
Last month the program received the Judicial 
Council's highest award, the Kleps Award, 
and its benefits are also being touted in an 
upcoming law review article.  

On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
litigants stream into the clinic's office at the 2nd District 
courthouse in downtown Los Angeles to get professional 
help filing their appeals.  

"The people who come to our clinic are very grateful," 
said Director Lisa Jaskol, a former partner at the 
appellate firm of Horvitz & Levy in Encino.  

Although other courts have programs to help people who 
don't have lawyers, none of them have this kind of face-
to-face component, Jaskol said.  

So far, the clinic has helped nearly 700 people.  

Although Jaskol is barred from giving legal advice, she 
can - in a small number of cases - find a pro bono lawyer 
to assist with the appeal. To qualify, the litigant must be 
indigent and facing an adversary who has a lawyer. 
Also, the case has to have merit.  

That's where Jaskol's expertise comes in. Often, the 
most time-consuming part of the appeal process is 
evaluating whether a valid argument can be made.  

"We have to be careful that we don't try to place cases 
with pro bono counsel that are frivolous or cases in 
which the litigant is unable to work constructively with 


